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CALENDARS

For millenniz, civilizations have marked the beginning of 2 new year with celebrations. The earlest
recorded festivities date back four thousand years to the Babylonians, who celebrated the new year in
March at the first new moon after the spring equinox in the Northern Hemisphere. Later civlizations
developed and followed different calendars, 5o the date of New Year's Day depended on which calendar
was being used.

New Year's Day was formally celebrated for the first time on January 1, 45 BCE, after the Roman
‘emperor Julius Caesar introduced a solar calendar based on Earth's revolution around the sun. The
calendar, which became known as the Julian calendar, consisted of 385 days and one leap (extra) day
every four years, because it takes the earth approximately 3651 days to revolve around the sun. The days
were divided into twelve months of 30 or 31 days each. The month of January was named for Janus, the
Roman god of gates and doors, beginnings and endings, whose two faces look backward and forward.

The Gregorian calendar, created in 1582 during the time of Pope Gregory Xil, corrected the
mathematical formula used to calculate the leap year and inserted the extra day according to 3
different rule. A main reason for this reform was to prevent Esster Sunday from faling too far from the
spring equinox in March. The Gregorian calendar s intemationally the most common civl calendar in
use today.

Other cultures and groups, such as Jews, Chinese, and Hindus, use a twelve-month lunar calendar,
based on the cycle of the moon, to determine when the new year begins. These calendars generally
dd a thirteenth month every few years to align with the seasons. Although New Year's Day is on a
different date each year, that date generally fall within the same few months for each group.

The Islamic calendar is a purely lunar calendar. It consists of 354 or 355 days and twelve months of
29 0r 30 days. Each month begins when the new crescent moon s sighted, and those sightings vary from
region to region due to cloud cover, sky brightness, and other factors. Because this calendar is shorter
than the Gregorian calendar, the first month, Muharram, begins 10 or 11 days earfer than it did the
previous year. This means that in some years, New Year's Day will be celebrated in May, as n this book.




