
Key Stage 1 History Progression Map 

Year Unit / Topic Key Questions Historical enquiry  
using evidence to find out 
about the past and 
communicating ideas. 
Concepts that underpin 
historical enquiry: 
Continuity and change 
Cause and consequence 
Similarity and difference 
Significance 

Interpretations 

of history. 

Chronological 

knowledge and 
understanding. 

Vocabulary (including 

understanding historical terms) 
 

 

Year 1 Why do we celebrate 
bonfire night? 

Guy Fawkes 

 
 

What was the 
Gunpowder plot? 

Who was involved 

in the plot? 
Who was Guy 

Fawkes? 

Why were they 
plotting? 

How was the plot 

stopped? 
Why and how do 

we celebrate 
Bonfire night? 

observe or handle 
evidence to find answers to 

simple questions about the 

past on the basis of simple 
observations; 

 

understand that there are 
reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did; 

Identify 
different ways 

in which the 

past is 
represented.  

use words and 
phrases such as: 

old, new, 

earliest, latest, 
past, present, 

future, century, 

new, newest, 
old, oldest, 

modern, before, 

after to show the 
passing of time. 

 
sequence 

artefacts and 

events that are 
close together in 

time; 

 
recognise some 

similarities and 

differences 
between the 

past and the 

present;  
know and 

recount 

Gunpowder plot 
Catholics 

Protestants 

Houses of Parliament 
Gunpowder 

 

Monarch 
Parliament 

Law 



episodes from 
stories and 

significant 

events in history;  
describe 

significant 

individuals from 
the past 

Year 1 Child hood then and 

now  
 

How have people’s 

lives changed in living 
memory? 

 

Toys 
Homes 

Schools 

How have toys 

changed over 
time? 

How have homes 

changed over 
time? 

 

How schools have 
changed over 

time? 
 

How have clothes 

changed over 
time? 

 

 

choose and select 

evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out 

about the past. 

 
observe or handle 

evidence to ask simple 

questions about the past; 
observe or handle 

evidence to find answers to 
simple questions about the 

past on the basis of simple 

observations; 
 

why people in the past 

acted as they did; 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented. 

sequence 

pictures from 
different periods 

 

order dates from 
earliest to latest 

on simple 

timelines; 
 

describe 
memories and 

changes that 

have happened 
in their own lives; 

use words and 

phrases such as: 
old, new, 

earliest, latest, 

past, present, 
future, century, 

new, newest, 

old, oldest, 
modern, before, 

after to show the 

passing of time. 
 

 

recognise some 
similarities and 

Toys 

Playing  
Modern technology 

Electronic toys 

Victorian 
19th century 

20th century 

21st Century 
Existed 

Change 
Similarities 

Differences 

Interior 
Exterior 

Compare 

Investigate 
Identify 

Historical 

 
 



differences 
between the 

past and the 

present;  
identify 

similarities and 

differences 
between ways 

of life in different 

periods 

Year 1 Intrepid Explorers What is an 

explorer? 

Who was Amelia 
Earhart? 

Who was Neil 

Armstrong? 
Who is Valentina 

Tereshkova? 
Who was 

Christopher 

Columbus? 
 

To compare and 

contrast the lives 
and achievements 

of the explorers. 

observe and use pictures, 

photographs and artefacts 

to find out about the past; 
 

explain that there are 

different types of evidence 
and sources that can be 

used to help represent the 
past. 

Identify 

different ways 

in which the 
past is 

represented. 

recognise some 

similarities and 

differences 
between the 

past and the 

present;  
identify 

similarities and 
differences 

between ways 

of life in different 
periods; 

know and 

recount 
episodes from 

stories and 

significant 
events in history;  

describe 

significant 
individuals from 

the past. 

sequence 
artefacts and 

events that are 

close together in 
time 

Explorer 

Aviation 

Solo 
Amelia Earhart 

Navigator 

Pilot 
Continent 

 
Neil Armstrong 

NASA 

Astronaut 
Space 

Historic 

Valentina Tereshkova 
Soviet Union 

Christopher Columbus 

Sea voyage 
America Asia 

 



 
use words and 

phrases such as: 

old, new, 
earliest, latest, 

past, present, 

future, century, 
new, newest, 

old, oldest, 

modern, before, 
after to show the 

passing of time 

 

Year 2 Queens What is a monarch 

and where do they 

live? 
Who was Queen 

Elizabeth 1? 
Who was Queen 

Victoria? 

Who was queen 
Elizabeth II? 

Compare the three 

time periods 
 

 

observe or handle 

evidence to find answers to 

simple questions about the 
past on the basis of simple 

observations;  
 

choose and select 

evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out 

about the past. 

observe and use pictures, 
photographs and artefacts 

to find out about the past;  

 
start to use stories or 

accounts to distinguish 

between fact and fiction;  
 

 

Identify 

different ways 

in which the 
past is 

represented. 

recognise some 

similarities and 

differences 
between the 

past and the 
present;  

identify 

similarities and 
differences 

between ways 

of life in different 
periods; 

describe 

significant 
individuals from 

the past 

 
Order dates from 

earliest to latest 

on simple 
timelines; 

 

use words and 
phrases such as: 

Monarch 

War 

Empire 
Monarch 

Palace 
United Kingdom 

Sovereign 

London 
Reign 

King 

Queen 
 

Time period 

Tudor 
Victorian 

Queen Elizabeth 1 

Queen Victoria 
Queen Elizabeth 11 

 



old, new, 
earliest, latest, 

past, present, 

future, century, 
new, newest, 

old, oldest, 

modern, before, 
after to show the 

passing of time 

Year 2 Great fire of London. 
 

• KS1 - events 

beyond living 

memory that 
are significant 

nationally or 

globally [for 
example, the 

Great Fire of 
London, the first 

aeroplane flight 

or events 
commemorated 

through festivals 

or anniversaries 
 

Where and when 
did the great fire 

start? 

 
What were the key 

events of the Great 

Fire? 
 

Why did it spread 
so quickly and stay 

alight for so long? 

 
How does Samuel 

Pepy’s diary help us 

to find out about 
the Great Fire? 

 

Can you summarise 
and recall what 

you have learned 

about the Great 
fire? 

observe and use pictures, 
photographs and artefacts 

to find out about the past; 

observe or handle 
evidence to find answers to 

simple questions about the 

past on the basis of simple 
observations; 

 
understand that there are 

reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did;  
 

Think about the utility of 

sources. 
 

Identify 
different ways 

in which the 

past is 
represented. 

Recognise some 
similarities and 

differences 

between the 
past and the 

present; 

know and 
recount 

episodes from 
stories and 

significant 

events in history; 
 

sequence 

artefacts and 
events that are 

close together in 

time 
 

Great Fire of London 
1666 – 17th century 

Samuel Pepys 

Diary 
Sources of evidence 

(newspaper, pictures, diary) 

Eyewitness 
Useful (context – which sources 

do you think are most useful to 
tell us what happened – why?) 

Recall 

Causes and consequences 
Timber houses 

Officials 

Weather 
King Charles II 

 

 
 

Year 2 

summer 

What were seaside 

holidays like in the 
past? 

changes within living 

memory. 

What are features 

of a seaside 
holiday? 

What were seaside 

holidays like in the 
past? 

observe or handle 

evidence to ask simple 
questions about the past; 

observe or handle 

evidence to find answers to 
simple questions about the 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented. 
 

recognise some 

similarities and 
differences 

between the 

past and the 
present; 

18th century 

Victorian 
Edwardian 

Steam train 

Punch and Judy 
Promenade 



Fieldwork visit – local 
study (link to 

geography also – seas 

and coasts) Lyme Regis.   

When and how did 
seaside holidays 

become popular? 

What were seaside 
holidays like 100 

years ago? 

How have seaside 
holidays changed 

over time? 

past on the basis of simple 
observations; 

choose and select 

evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out 

about the past 

 

 
 

identify 
similarities and 

differences 

between ways 
of life in different 

periods; 

 
sequence 

pictures from 

different periods 
 

 

Bathing machines, 
Sea bathing, 

Attractions, 

Wealthy, upper class 
Leisure 

 

 
use words and phrases such as: 

old, new, earliest, latest, past, 

present, future, century, new, 
newest, old, oldest, modern, 

before, after to show the 

passing of time. 
 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age How do 

archaeologists use 
artefacts to learn 

about the past? 
What methods  do 

archaeologists use 

to find out about 
the past? 

Why is Star Carr is 

an important 
archaeological 

site? 

What types of 
sources (evidence) 

help me to 

understand the 
past? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 

of sources. 
 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 
represented 

Place the Stone 

Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age on 

a timeline.  
Know that 

prehistory spans 

millions of years. 
Understand 

what the term 

‘prehistory’ 
means.  

Understand that 

the Stone Age 
can be split into 

three different 

time periods.  
Describe the 

main features 

and 
developments of 

each of the eras 

of prehistory. 

Era 

Timeline 
Prehistory 

Period 
Prehistory 

Archaeologist 

Archaeology 
Palaeolithic 

Mesolithic 

Neolithic 
Evidence 

Primary source 

 



Note 
connections, 

contrasts and 

trends over time. 
 

Year 3 Invaders and Settlers: 

Romans 

Why and how did 

the Romans 
successfully invade 

Britain? 

Who was in Britain 
when the Romans 

invaded and what 

was their life like? 
What was 

Boudicca like? 

(interpretations of a 
significant historical 

figure) 
What were the 

results of Boudica’s 

revolt? 
What was life like in 

Roman Britain? 

How have the 
Romans influenced 

our lives? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 

of sources. 

 
Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented 
 

Understand 

that different 
versions of the 

past may exist, 

giving some 
reasons for this 

 Timeline 

Roman 
Civilisation 

Invade 

Settle 
Roman 

Latin 

Roman soldier 
Roman Army 

Legion, tent, century, cohort. 

Centurion 
Legate 

Resources (equipment) 
Tactics (tortoise – testudo) 

Roman Empire 

Emperor 
Revolt 

Boudica 

Celts 
Legacy 

Villa 

Roman roads 
Mosaics 

Public baths 

Point of view (interpretation 
opinion) 

Evidence 

Primary source 

Year 3 Ancient Egypt Where in the world 

is Egypt and what is 

the difference 
between Ancient 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 
of sources. 

Identify 

different ways 

in which the 

 Timeline 

Civilisation 

Ancient 
Modern 



Egypt and modern 
Egypt? 

How did the 

landscape impact 
upon the lives of 

Ancient Egyptians? 

What can you learn 
about 

Tutankhamun and 

the Ancient 
Egyptians from the 

artefacts found in 

his tomb? 
How are artefacts 

important to help 

us learn about the 
past? 

What was life like 
for ordinary people 

in Ancient Egypt? 

What did Ancient 
Egyptians believe? 

Can you recall 

details about the 
Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation? 

Why do you think 
studying past 

civilisations is 

important? 

 
Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

past is 
represented. 

Ancient Egypt 
Egyptians 

Before Common Era 

Common Era 
Pyramid 

Tomb 

Burial site 
Harold Carter 

Artefact 

Rosetta Stone 
Canopic jar 

Archaeologist 

Source evidence 
Primary source 

Landscape 

River Nile 
Africa 

Gods 
Goddesses 

Re 

Anubis 
Mummification 

 

 
 

Year 4 Early Civilisations 

 

• KS2 - the 

achievements 
of the earliest 

civilizations – an 

overview of 

(Predictions) 

When and where 

did the first 
civilisations begin? 

What were the first 

writing systems? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 
of sources. 

 

Construct informed 
responses that involve 

Identify 

different ways 

in which the 
past is 

represented. 

 

Explain the 

difference 

between 
AD years and BC 

years. 

Place the 

AD 

BC 

Timeline 
Chronology  

Similarity 

Difference 
Change 



where and 
when the first 

civilizations 

appeared 
(depth study of 

Ancient Egypt in 

Y3) 
 

(Link to prior learning – 

what other ancient 

civilisations have your 

already learned about? 
What can you recall 

about them? Do you 

think that all ancient 
civilisations will be 

similar? Why?) 

 

How did early 
civilisations trade? 

What 

mathematical 
understanding did 

early civilisations 

have? 
What technology 

did early 

civilisations invent? 
What structures did 

they build and how 

did this change 
over time? 

What were the 

main 
achievements of 

each ancient 
civilisation? Do you 

think that the 

legacy of one 
ancient civilisation 

was more 

important 
(significant) than 

any others? 

Do you think that 
the ancient 

civilisations share 

any similarities? 
What do you think 

the most important 

differences are 
between each 

ancient civilisation? 

 
 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

 
Distinguish whether a given 

sentence is 

fact, myth or unknown, 
using historical sources 

to support my decisions. 

 
Describe and compare 

some of the first 

writing systems. 
 

Explain how some writing 

systems 
developed through time. 

 
Explain the technological 

advances of early 

civilisations. 
 

Understand 
that different 

versions of the 

past may exist, 
giving some 

reasons for this 

earliest 
civilisations 

on a timeline. 

Describe where 
in the world the 

earliest 

civilisations took 
place. 

Develop 

knowledge and 
understanding 

of: the 

Phoenician 
alphabet. 

where and when 

money was first 
used. 

some early 
number systems 

and why they 

were 
developed. 

 

Significance (importance) 
Progress 

Legacy 

Ancient Sumer 
Indus Valley 

Minoan 

Ancient Greece 
Ancient Egypt 

Shang Dynasty 

Phoenician 
Ancient Rome 

Trade 

Number systems 
Decimal system (base 10) 

Archaeological evidence 

Primary source 
Secondary source 



Year 4 Anglo-Saxons, Picts and 
Scots. 

What does the 
archaeological 

evidence at Sutton 

Hoo suggest about 
the people who 

owned it? 

Who were the 
Anglo-Saxons and 

where did they 

come from? 
Who were the Picts 

and Scots and 

where did they 
live? 

What can we learn 

about the life of 
Anglo-Saxons from 

historical sources? 
What can you learn 

about Anglo-Saxon 

culture from 
legends, art, music 

and poetry? 

Was the person 
buried at Sutton 

Hoo Christian or 

pagan? What 
evidence suggests 

this? 

 
 

Understand how 
knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 

of sources. 
 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information. 
 

Explain how Christianity 

came to Britain. 
 

Explain some of the ways 

archaeologists 
choose which sites to 

excavate. 
Understand that there are 

questions about the past 

that have not yet been 
decisively answered by 

historians. 

Use artefacts to support my 
ideas about 

who was buried at Sutton 

Hoo. 
Find out about daily life for 

Anglo-Saxons 

using riddles, recipes and 
games from the 

time. 

Evaluating evidence: use 
information about pagan 

and 

Christian traditions to 
suggest whether the 

Understand 
that different 

versions of the 

past may exist, 
giving some 

reasons for this. 

 
Critically 

evaluate 

historical 
sources in 

order to assess 

its reliability. 
 

Make 

reasoned 
judgements 

about the 
utility of 

sources. 

 
 

Place Anglo-
Saxons on a 

timeline. 

Know that the 
Anglo-Saxons 

lived in Britain 

after the 
collapse of the 

Roman Empire. 

Know when 
Christianity 

came to Britain. 

Develop 
knowledge and 

understanding 

of: Anglo-Saxons 
when and where 

in Europe they 
came from. 

Who the Picts 

and Scots were 
and that 

they had lived 

unconquered in 
Britain since the 

Mesolithic era. 

Some of the 
features of daily 

life for the Anglo-

Saxons, Picts and 
Scots. 

The Ogham 

alphabet. 
 

 

 
 

Archaeologist 
Archaeological evidence 

Excavate 

Infer / deduce / wonder… 
Invasion 

Settlement 

Chronological order (timeline) 
Sutton Hoo 

Anglo-Saxons 

Denmark, Germany and the 
Netherlands 

Picts 

Scots 
Conquer 

Religious beliefs 

Pagan 
Christianity 

Judgement about source 
usefulness (utility) 

Evaluate 

Primary source 
Secondary source 

The Ogham 

Alphabet. 
 



person buried at Sutton 
Hoo was pagan or 

Christian, and use this to 

infer further facts 

Year 4 The Maya. Where and when 

were the Mayan 

ruins discovered? 
How did the Mayan 

civilisation develop 

over time? 
What were the city 

states and how was 

Mayan society 
organised? 

What did the 

Mayans believe? 
What was daily life 

like for Mayan 
people? 

What can we learn 

about the Mayans 
from their writing 

and calendars? 

What caused the 
decline of the 

Mayan civilisation? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 
of sources. 

 

Construct informed 
responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

 

Generate multiple enquiry 
questions to explore – 

select questions and 
resources relevant to an 

enquiry. 

Understand and describe 
the importance of 

translating the 

Mayan writing system for 
historians to learn 

about the Mayan 

civilisation. 
Understand the 

importance of preserving 

historical documents and 
artefacts. 

Make supported 

hypothesises about why 
the Mayan 

civilisation ended, based 

on my knowledge of 
the period. 

Identify 

different ways 

in which the 
past is 

represented 

 
Use a range of 

primary and 

secondary 
sources to find 

out about the 

Mayans.  
 

Have a 

chronologically 

secure 
knowledge and 

understanding of 

the Mayans.  
 

Conquistador 

Colony 

Maya 
Constitutional 

monarchy 

Democracy 
City state 

Absolute monarchy 

Timeline  
Mesoamerica 

Rainforest 

Chichen Itza 
Archaeological evidence 

Deduce / infer 
Ruins 

Temple 

Structure of society – a pyramid 
system (hierarchy) 

Kings, nobles, farmers, slaves 

City states 
Event masks 

Codices 

Diet 
Maize 

Cocoa 

Engineering 
Astronomy 

Religious beliefs 

Primary source  
Secondary source 

Drought 



Year 5 Who were the Ancient 
Greeks? 

Who were the 
Ancient Greeks 

and when was their 

civilisation in time? 
What government 

did the Ancient 

Greeks have? 
What was the same 

and what was 

different about the 
city-states of Sparta 

and Athens? 

What was daily life 
like for the Ancient 

Greeks? 

What did the 
Ancient Greeks 

believe? 
Who were the 

Ancient Greek 

philosophers and 
scholars and what 

did they think? 

How has modern 
day life been 

influenced by the 

Ancient Greeks? 

Understand how 
knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 

of sources. 
 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information. 
 

Complete historical 

enquiries, asking questions 
and researching and 

selecting answers. Address 

questions about similarity 
and difference.  

 
Use a range of sources as 

part of an enquiry. 

 
Organise and explain 

information relevant to an 

enquiry in a range of ways. 
 

 

Evaluate and make 
judgements about the 

significance of individuals, 

events, ideas and 
discoveries.  

Identify 
different ways 

in which the 

past is 
represented 

 

Use a range of 
primary and 

secondary 

sources to find 
out about the 

Ancient 

Greeks.  
 

Consider and 

begin to 
critical 

evaluate the 
utility of 

sources.  

 
 

Have a 
chronologically 

secure 

knowledge and 
understanding of 

the Ancient 

Greeks. 
 

(Building on 

learning from Y3 
about early 

civilisations) 

Ancient Greece 
Minoan age 

Mycenaean age 

Dark age 
Classical period 

Archaic period 

Athens 
Sparta 

City states 

Peloponnesian 
Hellenistic period 

Polis (city states) 

Oligarchy 
Democracy 

Primary source 

Secondary source 
Olympia 

Olympians 
Government 

Democracy 

Scholar 
Philosopher 

Pythagoras, Socrates, 

Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle 
and Archimedes 

Year 5 Medicine and disease 

(a study over time) 
 

 

Medicine and 

disease (a study 
over time) 

 

What were the 
medical practices 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information. 
 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented 
 

Understanding  

key historical 
periods to gain a 

coherent 

knowledge 
of trends in 

Primary source 

Secondary source 
Prehistoric Age 

Roman Period 

Medieval Period (Middle Ages) 
Tudor Period 



of prehistoric 
people and the 

Ancient Egyptians? 

 
What was the 

Roman attitude to 

health and how 
were they 

influenced by the 

Ancient Greeks? 
 

What can you learn 

about Medieval 
medical beliefs 

and treatments 

through events 
during the Black 

Plague? 
 

What were the 

medical practices 
of the Tudor 

period? 

 
What medical 

advancements 

were made in the 
Victorian period 

and who made 

these discoveries? 
Which advances 

do you think were 

most significant?  
 

How has medicine 

changed and 
progressed in the 

Use a range of evidence 
including  primary 

sources from prehistoric 

times to find out how 
diseases were treated. 

 

Generate questions about 
an artefact and 

generate a hypothesis 

about what the object 
was used for. 

 

Explain how attitudes 
towards health and 

disease have changed 

over time, and give 
reasons for this. 

 
Explain some of the 

misconceptions 

about the causes of 
disease people had 

throughout history, e.g. that 

diseases were 
caused by evil spirits, 

miasma, etc. 

 

Identify 
different ways 

in which the 

past is 
represented 

 

Use a range of 
primary and 

secondary 

sources to find 
out about the 

medicine over 

time.  
 

Consider and 

begin to 
critical 

evaluate the 
utility of 

sources.  

 

medicine and 
disease since 

prehistoric times. 

Place key 
historical periods 

on a timeline. 

Explain the 
methods people 

in prehistoric 

times, ancient 
Egypt, ancient 

Greece, ancient 

Rome, medieval, 
Tudor and 

Victorian periods 

used to treat 
diseases and 

injuries. 
Explain the roles 

Florence 

Nightingale, 
Edward Jenner, 

Louis Pasteur, 

John Snow and 
James Young 

Simpson played 

in the 
improvement of 

medical care 

during the 
Victorian period. 

Know that the 

NHS began in 
1948 and that 

the Ministry of 

Health was set 
up in 1919. 

Victorian Age 
Industrial Revolution 

Medicine man  

Trepanning  
Swnw (sew-new)  

Hieroglyphs 

Talisman  
Evil spirits  

Black Plague 

Herbal rememdies 
Hippocrates 

Galen 

Miasma 
Public Health 

Apothecary 

Anaesthetic 
Antiseptic 

Vaccine 
Vaccination 

Edward Jenner 

Florence Nightingale 
Mary Seacole 

Joseph Lister 

John Snow 
James Young Simpson 

Louis Pasteur 

Cholera 
Typhus 

Bacteria 

National Health Service 
Clement Atlee 

DNA 

Rosalind Franklin 
Maurice Wilkins 

 

 
 



20th and 21st 
centuries? What do 

you think was the 

most important 
medical 

advancement of 

this time?  
 

In which time 

period do you think  
most medical 

progress was 

made? Why do 
you think this? Think 

about: role of 

significant 
individuals, 

technological 
advances, learning 

from previous 

civilisations. 
Are you surprised 

about medical 

progress and 
knowledge over 

time from 

prehistoric times to 
today? Why? 

Explain many of 
the changes 

that were 

made to 
medical care in 

the 20th and 21st 

centuries. 
Know that 

improvements in 

medical care 
have 

increased life 

expectancy in 
the UK and 

therefore put a 

larger strain on 
the NHS than 

was first 
anticipated. 

 
 

 

Year 5 Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings. 

What was life like in 

Britain before the 
first Viking 

invasions? 

Why and when did 
the Vikings invade 

Britain?  

What happened at 
Lindsifarne? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 

of sources. 

 
Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented 
 

Understand 

that different 
versions of the 

Develop a 

knowledge and 
understanding of 

how people’s 

lives have 
shaped Britain. 

 

Develop an 
understanding of 

Vikings 

Anglo-Saxons 
Peace treaty 

Danelaw 

Danegeld 
Heptarchy 

Invade 

Kingdom 
Long Boat 



Where did the 
Vikings settle and 

how did this affect 

the Anglo-Saxons? 
Does King Arthur 

deserve to be 

remembered as 
Alfred the Great? 

What was life like 

for Vikings living in 
Britain? 

How and when did 

England become a 
unified country? 

How and why did 

the Anglo-Saxon 
and Viking era end 

in Britain? 
Who should be king 

in 1066? 

Why did William 
win? 

organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

 

Construct informed 
responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

 

Evaluate the significance 
of ‘Alfred the Great’ 

 

Use a range of evidence 
including  primary 

sources from the Anglo-

Saxon and Viking era. 
 

Generate questions about 
an artefact and 

generate a hypothesis 

about what the object 
was used for. 

 

 
 

past may exist, 
giving some 

reasons for this 

 
Consider and 

begin to 

critical 
evaluate the 

utility of 

sources.  
 

Discern how 

and why 
contrasting 

arguments 

and 
interpretations 

of the past 
have been 

constructed 

how Britain has 
been influenced 

by the Vikings, 

Anglo-Saxons 
and Normans. 

Scandinavia 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark 

Wergild 

Raid 
Pillage 

Rune Stones 

Drinking Horn 
Lindisfarne Monastery 

Monk 

King Guthrun 
King Alfred – ‘Alfred the Great’ 

Christianity 

Pagan 
Colonise 

Unified country 

Battle of Hastings 
Harold Godwinson 

Harald Hardraada 
William, Duke of Normandy 

Battle of Stamford Bridge 

Tactics 
Era 

Norman 

Year 6 Shang Dynasty Where and when 

was the Shang 
Dynasty in power? 

What evidence is 

there about Shang 
Kings and how 

useful is it? 

 
What happened at 

Shang royal 

burials? 
 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 

of sources. 

 
Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented 
 

Understand 

that different 
versions of the 

past may exist, 

giving some 
reasons for this 

Develop a 

knowledge and 
understanding of 

characteristic 

features 
of past non-

European 

societies 
 

Develop an 

understanding of 
how Britain has 

Dynasty – Windsor Dynasty 

(example) 
Shang Dynasty 

China 

Hereditary ruler 
Oracle Bones 

Script 

Peasant house 
Tombs 

Writing system – symbols, top to 

bottom 
Natural disaster 



What was life like 
for ordinary people 

during the Shang 

Dynasty? 
 

Why did the Shang 

people invent 
writing and a 

calendar? 

 
Why did the Shang 

Dynasty decline? 

 
 

 

 

Use a range of evidence 
including  primary 

sources from the Shang 

Dynasty. 
 

Generate questions about 

an artefact and 
generate a hypothesis 

about what the object 

was used for. 
 

 

 
Consider and 

begin to 

critical 
evaluate the 

utility of 

sources.  
 

Discern how 

and why 
contrasting 

arguments 

and 
interpretations 

of the past 

have been 
constructed 

been influenced 
by the Shang 

Dynasty. 

Disease 
No Heir 

Conquer 

Decline 
Innovation 

Bronze Age (to help with 

chronology) 
200 BC 

Jade  

Ceramic artefacts 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 6 Local Study: Somerset in 
Wartime 

 

NOTE: academic year 
2022-2023 Year 6 (then 

Y5) completed this 

local study as a part of 
the Y5/6 2 year rolling 

programme. They did 

not study the Ancient 
Greeks and so will be 

taught this to ensure 

curriculum coverage.  

When and why was 
a bomb dropped 

near St Thomas’ 

Church in 
Thurlbear? 

 

When and why did 
World War 2 begin? 

What did the 

government want 
people to do 

during World War 

Two – how did 
people’s lives 

change?  

How useful is 
propaganda to tell 

us what people did 

during the war? 

Understand how 
knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range 

of sources. 
 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information. 
 

Use a range of evidence 

including  primary 
Sources. 

 

Generate questions about 
an artefact and 

generate a hypothesis 

about what the object 
was used for. 

Identify 
different ways 

in which the 

past is 
represented 

 

Understand 
that different 

versions of the 

past may exist, 
giving some 

reasons for this 

 
Consider and 

begin to 

critical 
evaluate the 

utility of 

sources. 

Develop a 
knowledge and 

understanding of 

how people’s 
lives have 

shaped Britain. 

Develop a 
knowledge and 

understanding 

about a 
significant world 

event and its 

impact on a 
local area. 

 

 

World War Two 
Propaganda 

Neville Chamberlain 

Winston Churchill 
Adolf Hitler 

Blitz 

Blitz Krieg 
Home front 

Air Raid Precautions 

Rations 
Black out 

Anderson Shelters 

Evacuees 
Battle of Britain 

RAF 

Luftwaffe 
Spitfire 

Lancaster Bomber 

Messerschmitt 
Stuka 



What was wartime 
like for people living 

in Somerset? 

(museum workshop 
and artefacts to 

support local study) 

What happened 
during the Battle of 

Britain? 

Why did Britain 
win? 

Why is the Battle of 

Britain considered 
to be a turning 

point in World War 

Two? 

 
Examine causation and 

consider importance of a 

variety of factors.  
 

Make a reasoned 

judgement about the 
significance of an event.  

Radar 
Significance 

Turning point 

Somerset 
Bias 

Utility 

Primary source 
Secondary source 

 

Year 6 How has life changed 

in Britain since 1948? 

What are the most 

significant changes 
that have taken 

place since 1948? 

What are the 
characteristic 

features of each 

decade? 
 

What evidence 

can we use to find 
out about Britain 

since 1948? How 

useful is this 
evidence? How 

does it differ from 

the evidence used 
by historians 

studying earlier 

time periods? 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 

of sources. 

 
Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 

historical information in a 

range of ways. 
 

Make connections 

between changes over 
time.  

 

Identify change over time. 
 

 

Identify 

different ways 
in which the 

past is 

represented 
(identifying 

differences 

between time 
periods 

studied) 

 
Consider and 

begin to 

critical 
evaluate the 

utility of a 

range of 
sources.  

 

Discern how 
and why 

Develop a 

knowledge and 
understanding of 

the 

characteristic 
features of the 

20th (post 1948) 

 
 

To develop a 

knowledge and 
understand of  

how people’s 

lives have 
shaped 

this Britain (and 

influenced the 
wider world) 

 

 

Primary Source 

Secondary Source 
20th Century 

Decades 

Swinging Sixties 
Winter of discontent 

Margaret Thatcher 

Home life 
Work life 

Popular culture 

Technology 
Population 

Technological, social and 

political developments 
Factory work 

Immigration 

Commonwealth Countries 
Commercial television 

Service industries 

Manufacturing 
Silicon chip 



What are the  
similarities and 

differences 

between types of 
sources of 

information 

available in 
different periods 

in the past? 

 
What were the 

main events of the 

1950s and what 
was life like at this 

time? 

 
What were the 

main events of the 
1960s and what 

was life like at this 

time? 
 

What were the 

main events of the 
1970s and what 

was life like at this 

time? 
 

What were the 

main events of the 
1980s and what 

was life like at this 

time? 
 

What were the 

main events of the 
1990s and what 

contrasting 
arguments 

and 

interpretations 
of the past 

have been 

constructed 

Race Relations Act 
Racism 

Equality 

Feminism 
Sexism 

Supermarkets 

Equal Pay Act 
Culture of liberation and self- 

expression 

Beatlemania 
World Wide Web 



was life like at this 
time? 

 

What connections 
are there between 

some of the 

changes that have 
occurred since 

1948? 

 
Summarise how life 

in Britain has 

changed 
since 1948. 

 

 
 

 

 


