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Everybody had told Barney not to play too near
the edge of the chalk pit. But today was one of
those grey days when there was nothing to do 

and nowhere to go. Except to the chalk pit.
The dump. And so Barney lands in a cave in 

the middle of the rubbish dump – and 
that’s where he meets Stig.

Barney wished he
was at the bottom of  the

   pit. And the ground
gave way . . .

those grey days when there was nothing to do 
and nowhere to go. Except to the chalk pit.
The dump. And so Barney lands in a cave in 

the middle of the rubbish dump – and 
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When you’ve finished, try testing out your instructions using a paper hat and some string. 
Carefully, attach your pulley to the top of a chair and see if you can lift the hat up – just like 
Barney and Stig!

Stig came out again holding what was left of a large broad-brimmed lady’s straw hat, 
with ribbons to tie it under the chin.

How to Make a Pulley for Stig

Text copyright © 1963 by Clive King; illustrations copyright © 1963 by Edward Ardizzone

In chapter two, Barney and Stig work together to create a pulley that lowers 
items from the top of the clay pit to the bottom. Write a set of instructions that 
somebody else could use to make a similar device. Think about the items that 
are listed and how Stig and Barney use them to create a pulley in the story.
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Don’t Forget!
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You will need:

•	 a hat;
•	 string;
•	 a stable tree;
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